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The Western Farmhouse is derived from my earlier, Southern Farmhouse design. 
Though it’s possible for you to download the open-source files and change them 
yourself, this kind of variation saves you time, shows you possibilities, and tests 
the adaptability of these designs. Each variation should show a range of different 
possibilities. Many variables will be altered. When finalized, it will seem unique. 


WESTERN FARMHOUSE 


DESIGN OVERVIEW 
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Basically, the Western Farmhouse is organized around a central hall, with 2 
rooms on each side, on each of the two main levels. It also has an attic that 
contains two rooms and a bathroom, which might instead be an open space (or 
reserved for a later addition/renovation. The wrap-around porch is filled in at the 
ends. The design here has 6 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, and about 3200 sq ft. 


(1) A large and spacious bathroom is included by the ground level’s bedroom. It WESTERN FARMHOUSE (5) The stair to a possible basement would be here. Yet then you'd need to find 
can be wheelchair accessible. This bedroom is intended more for guests and the another place for a coat closet. (6) Bay windows terminate this front room axis. 
possibility of aging in place. Yet it could be the main bedroom, an office, or a F | R S T F L O O R Alignments are more precise, and openings larger, than the Southern Farmhouse. 
play room. (2) The woodstove can be viewed all the way from the dining table. ——_——— (7) The kitchen is also larger and more open. Pantry and utility closets frame the 
(3) A small powder room. (4) Pocket doors let rooms be more private as needed. JAY OSBORNE opening to the dining room. (8) The mudroom can have laundry, or a small WC. 
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Unlike the Southern Farmhouse, this design has a finished attic. The central cross WESTERN FARMHOUSE (1) The rooms are very large, and could hold various functions. They might b 
gable makes it work, giving enough headroom. However, you could have finished or unfinished. (2) The side areas have low ceilings, but they could be 
dormers strategically located where headroom is needed. It also allows for more A T T | C L FE V E [ used for storage. (3) The bathroom could have a stained glass gothic window. 
daylighti tilati ide of the main oa“ ) Th large, so daylighting i Use t the door 


aylighting and cross ventilation. Make it three dormers on each side o (4) The rooms are large, so daylighting is an issue. Use transoms over S. 
gable. You could pick the dormer details from my Backyard Farmhouse designs. JAY OSBORNE (5) Walls are 5’-6” tall before the ceiling slopes. Cozy, but comfy— and practical. 
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The Western Farmhouse has an iconic design and practical configuration. Every 
aspect of its form corresponds to a function. With a few minor embellishments. 
(1) The porch posts are 8x8s, and the rafter tails are also fairly heavy. This is a 
strategy is fire country. Large timbers are more fire-resistant. In many wildfire 
zones, a house's exterior needs to be 1-hour fire-rated. I'll probably make it work. 
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WESTERN FARMHOUSE 


FRONT PERSPECTIVE 


JAY OSBORNE 
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(2) A slab foundation is also appropriate in most western applications. Yet it 
could be a basement instead. Slabs help with fire-resistance. So do fiber cement 
siding, metal roofing, or ventless roof assemblies. (3) A Carpenter Gothic window 
can be the centerpiece of the design. Maybe an antique? (4) The quarter round 
windows are not Gothic, but they do fit the time period. A bit eclectic, perhaps. 
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(1) Bay windows terminate the views across the front living rooms. When photo- 
graphed from the interior axis, the post disappears behind the central mullion. 
(2) With only 3 steps down, you probably don’t need a railing. This can save 
considerable cost, and helps to make a fire-resistant assembly (railings can easily 
burn, with their small wood members.) Plant succulents around the perimeter. 
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WESTERN FARMHOUSE 


WEST PERSPECTIVE 


JAY OSBORNE 


(3) The center gable isn’t mere decoration. It’s necessary for adequate headroom 
at the center hall and bathroom. With the house being 30’ wide, and with 
ceilings only 9 high, the roof does look slightly top-heavy. But it’s okay. Just 
don't reduce the roof slope, unless you don’t want the finished attic. Dormers 
can make the roof look much smaller. And it always looks big in elevation views. 
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Like the Southern Farmhouse, the back of the house could instead be the front. 
This is a feature that’s uniquely possible with central hall houses. In Virginia, the 
fronts of old houses sometimes changed over time. First, they faced the rivers. 
Then, they faced the roads on the opposite side. The possibility of choosing your 
front also makes it easier to properly orient the porches to the sun and the views. 


WESTERN FARMHOUSE 


REAR PERSPECTIVE 


JAY OSBORNE 
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(1) The front portico is designed to be welcoming, and to shelter guests. But 
unlike a porch, it's not deep enough to be “lived within” (like an outdoor room). 
(2) Ideally, the lower windows would be somewhat taller than windows above. 
Yet because of the kitchen countertop, all of these windows needed a higher sill. 
(3) The side rooms are designed to look as if the porch was filled in over time. 
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(1) Because the quarter round windows from the chimney (and wood stove 
inside), they would make the attic rooms look especially nice. It’s important to 
note that double hung windows aren't as useful here because the attic rooms, to 
be bedrooms, would need a somewhat large window as an emergency exit. The 
quarter round windows need to be casements. They'd probably swing outward. 


Pe th 


WESTERN FARMHOUSE 


_EAST PERSPECTIVE 


JAY OSBORNE 
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(2) Eave returns visually reinforce the roof eave. Like the terminus of the 
entablature. Most builder’s don’t know (or care to learn) how to make such 
details, but they make old houses look old. You can simplify them, but allowing a 
modern builder to do that will likely result in an ugly modern “pork chop” eave. 
(3) The portico has paired posts at the front because the roof above looks heavy. 


